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Introduction  

The field of global migration studies the structural dynamics and social processes that shape 

migration across international borders and the social, political and economic dynamics that 

contour the positions of (im)migrants in the receiving society. Core topics include forced labor 

migration, the politics of non/citizenship and of (im)migrant integration, the making of refugees 

and the ways gender and sexuality shape and are shaped by migration. 

 

Organization of Reading List 

Readings for the Global Migration qualifying exam are organized into modules. Each committee 

member selected up to three books, and an accompanying set of journal articles and/or book 

chapters that speak to, engage or extend the core conceptual contributions of the book. Books 

function like anchors to a debate or field. We selected a set of books that we are excited about, 

that we consider important and that make important contributions to the field. Some of the books 

listed are classics. We may not love their arguments today, but they have marked the field in 

ways that must be contended with and often cannot be undone. Readings may be relevant across 

more than one module but are listed only once. 
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GLOBAL & TRANSNATIONALISM PERSPECTIVES ON MIGRATION (38 units) 

 

Portes, A., & Bach, R. L. (1985). Latin journey: Cuban and Mexican immigrants in the 

United States. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

• Portes, Alejandro, and József Böröcz. 1989. "Contemporary Immigration: Theoretical 

Perspectives on Its Determinants and Modes of Incorporation." International Migration 

Review 23:606-630. 

• Xiang, B., & Lindquist, J. 2014. “Migration infrastructure.” International Migration 

Review 48(1_suppl), 122-148. 

 

Berger, J., & Mohr, J. (2010). A seventh man. London: Verso. 

• Burawoy, Michael. 1976 "The Functions and Reproduction of Migrant Labor: 

Comparative Material from Southern Africa and the United States." American Journal of 

Sociology, 82(5): 1050-87. 

• Castles, S. (2006). “Guestworkers in Europe: A resurrection?” International Migration 

Review, 40(4): 741-766. 

 

Rodriguez, Robyn. 2010. Migrants for Export: How the Philippine State Brokers Labor to the 

World.  University of Minnesota Press.  

• Sharma, N. (2018). 5. Canada’s Non-Immigrant Employment Authorization Program 

(NIEAP): The Social Organization of Unfreedom for ‘Migrant Workers’. In Home 

Economics (pp. 104-138). University of Toronto Press.     

• Smith, Adrian A. 2015. "Troubling ‘Project Canada’: The Caribbean and the Making of 

"Unfree Migrant Labor"." Canadian Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies.  

 

Cohen, R. (2022). Global diasporas: An introduction. Routledge. 

• Cohen, R. 2018. “If you want to know about social identities, study the Caribbean”. 

Social Identities, 24:1, 53-57, DOI: 10.1080/13504630.2017.1314909 

• McKeown, A. 2004. “Global Migration: 1846-1940.” Journal of World History 15, 2: 

155-189. 

• Vertovec, S. (1999). Three meanings of Diaspora, exemplified among South Asian 

religions. Diaspora, 7(2). 
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Zolberg, A. R., Suhrke, A., & Aguayo, S. (1989). Escape from violence: Conflict and the 

refugee crisis in the developing world. Oxford University Press on Demand. 

• Richmond, A. H. (1988). “Sociological theories of international migration: the case of 

refugees.” Current Sociology, 36(2), 7-25. 

• Malkki, L. H. (1996). “Speechless emissaries: Refugees, humanitarianism, and 

dehistoricization.” Cultural anthropology, 11(3), 377-404. 

• Baban, F., Ilcan, S., & Rygiel, K. (2017). “Syrian refugees in Turkey: Pathways to 

precarity, differential inclusion, and negotiated citizenship rights.” Journal of Ethnic and 

Migration Studies, 43(1), 41-57. 

• Abbas, Madeline-Sophie, 2019 “Conflating the Muslim refugee and the terror suspect: 

responses to the Syrian refugee "crisis" in Brexit Britain”. Ethnic and racial studies, 42 

(14): 2450-2469. 
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FORCED MIGRATION: SLAVERY, INDENTURE, CONTRACT (22 units) 

 

Historical perspectives 

 

Hahamovitch, C. 2011. No Man’s Land: Jamaican Guestworkers in the America and the 

Global History of Deportable Labor. Princeton University Press. 

Lowe, Lisa. 2015. The intimacies of four continents. Duke University Press. 

• Burnard, T. 2010. “The Atlantic Slave Trade”. In G. Heuman and T. Burnard (eds). The 

Atlantic Slave Trade from the Routledge History of Slavery, 80-97. Routledge 

https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/doi/10.4324/9780203840573.ch5  

• Lai, W. L. 2010. “Asian Diasporas and Tropical Migration in the Age of Empire: A 

Comparative Overview.” In W. L. Lai and T. Chee-Beng (eds.) The Chinese in Latin 

America and the Caribbean, 35-64. Leiden and Boston: Brill. 

• Yang, A. 2003.  “Indian Convict Workers in Southeast Asia”. Journal of World History, 

Vol 14, 2: 179-20. 

• Shepherd, V. A. 1998/2020. “Indian Migrant Women and Plantation Labour in 

Nineteenth-and Twentieth Century Jamaica: Gender Perspectives”. In Shobhita Jain and 

Rhoda Reddock (eds.) Women Plantation Workers: International Experiences, 89-106. 

London: Routledge. 

 

Theorising unfree labor  

 

Parrenas, Rhacel. 2022. Unfree: Migrant Domestic Work in Arab States.  Stanford 

University Press.  

• Bakan, Abigail and Daiva Stasiulis. 2012. “The Political Economy of Migrant Live-in 

Caregivers: A Case of Unfree Labour?.” Pp. 202-226 in Legislated Inequality: 

Temporary Labour Migration in Canada. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queens 

University Press.  

• Strauss, Kendra and Judy Fudge. 2014. Introduction “Temporary Work, Agencies and 

Unfree Labour: Insecurity in the New World of Work.” In Temporary Work, Agencies 

and Unfree Labour Insecurity in the New World of Work, edited by Judy Fudge and 

Kendra Strauss. London: Routledge. 

• Sarkar, M. (2017). “Constrained Labour as Instituted Process: Transnational Contract 

Work and Circular Migration in Late Capitalism.” European Journal of Sociology, 58(1), 

171-204. doi:10.1017/S0003975617000054 

 

https://www.dukeupress.edu/the-intimacies-of-four-continents
https://www.routledgehandbooks.com/doi/10.4324/9780203840573.ch5
https://www.google.ca/books/edition/Unfree/qscrzgEACAAJ?hl=en
https://www.mqup.ca/legislated-inequality-products-9780773540422.php
https://www.mqup.ca/legislated-inequality-products-9780773540422.php
https://www.routledge.com/Temporary-Work-Agencies-and-Unfree-Labour-Insecurity-in-the-New-World/Fudge-Strauss/p/book/9781138202986
https://www.routledge.com/Temporary-Work-Agencies-and-Unfree-Labour-Insecurity-in-the-New-World/Fudge-Strauss/p/book/9781138202986
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THE POLITICS OF NON/CITIZENSHIP (29 units) 

 

Theorising non/citizenship 

• Menjívar, C. (2006). Liminal legality: Salvadoran and Guatemalan immigrants' lives in 

the United States. American journal of sociology, 111(4), 999-1037. 

• Landolt, P., & Goldring, L. (2015). Assembling noncitizenship through the work of 

conditionality. Citizenship Studies, 19(8), 853-869. 

• De Genova, Nicholas. (2002). Migrant" illegality" and deportability in everyday life. 

Annual review of anthropology, 419-447. 

• Chauvin, S., & Garcés‐Mascareñas, B. (2014). Becoming less illegal: Deservingness 

frames and undocumented migrant incorporation. Sociology compass, 8(4), 422-432. 

 

Categories of non/citizenship & illegality: historical and contemporary perspectives 

 

Ngai, M. M. (2014). Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America 

Princeton University Press.  

• Anderson, K. J. (1987). The idea of Chinatown: The power of place and institutional 

practice in the making of a racial category. Annals of the Association of American 

Geographers, 77(4), 580-598. 

• Torpey, John. 1998. Coming and Going: On the State Monopolization of the Legitimate 

"Means of Movement". Sociological Theory, Vol.16 (3), p.239-259. 

• Sartorius, D. (2021). Transitory trust: Falsified passports, circulars, and other 

speculations in nineteenth-century Cuba. Journal of Social History, 55(1), 7-26. 

 

Nyers, P. (2018). Irregular citizenship, immigration, and deportation. Routledge. 

• Ticktin, M. (2008). “Sexual violence as the language of border control: Where French 

feminist and anti-immigrant rhetoric meet.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and 

Society 33 (4), 863–889. https://doi.org/10.1086/528851 

• Wong, Diana. 2005. “The Rumor of Trafficking: Border Controls, Illegal Migration, and 

the Sovereignty of the Nation-State.” In Wilhem Van Schendel and Itty Abraham (eds.) 

Illicit Flows and Criminal Things: States, Borders, and the Other Side of Globalization, 

69-100. Indiana University Press 

• Bhatia, A. (2013). We are all here to stay: indigeneity, migration, and decolonizing the 

treaty right to be here. Windsor YB Access Just., 31, 39. 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1086/528851
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Multi-Scalar & Probationary Non/Citizenship  

 

Tuckett, A. (2018). Rules, paper, status: Migrants and precarious bureaucracy in 

contemporary Italy. Stanford University Press. 

• Alpes, Maybritt Jill, and Spire Alexis. 2014. “Dealing with Law in Migration Control: 

The Powers of Street-level Bureaucrats at French Consulates.” Social & Legal Studies 

23(2):261–74.   

• Armenta, A. (2016). Between public service and social control: Policing dilemmas in the 

era of immigration enforcement. Social Problems, 63(1), 111-126. 

• Landolt, P. (2022). Assembling the local politics of noncitizenship: Contesting access to 

healthcare in Toronto-sanctuary city. Social Problems, 69(1), 74-90. 

• Marrow, Helen B. 2012. "The power of local autonomy: expanding health care to 

unauthorized immigrants in San Francisco." Ethnic and Racial Studies 35:72-87. 
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WHAT HAPPENS POST-MIGRATION? (43 units) 

 

Critical approaches to assimilation, incorporation & racialization  

 

Tomas Jimenez, The Other Side of Assimilation (2017) and related ERS symposium, 

including Crul’s 2018 critique] 

• Creese, Gillian. 2019. “’Where Are You From?’ Racialization, Belonging and Identity 

among Second-Generation African-Canadians.” Ethnic and Racial Studies 42(9): 1476-

1494. 

• Ellermann, A., & O’Heran, B. (2021). Unsettling migration studies: Indigeneity and 

immigration in settler colonial states. In Research handbook on the law and politics of 

migration. Edward Elgar Publishing.  

• Jung, Moon-Kie. "The Racial Unconscious of Assimilation Theory." Du Bois Review: 

Social Science Research on Race 6.2 (2009): 375-395. 

• Maynard, Robyn. 2017. Policing Black Lives: State Violence in Canada from Slavery to 

the Present. Fernwood Publishing. Chapters 2 and 6.  

• Maghbouleh, Neda. 2017. Limits of Whiteness: Iranian Americans and the Everyday 

Politics of Race. Stanford University Press. Chapter 1. “Being White” 

• Portes, Alejandro, and Min Zhou. 1993. "The New Second Generation: Segmented 

Assimilation and Its Variants." The Annals of the American Academy of Political and 

Social Science, 530 (Nov): 74-96. 

 

The trouble with integration  

 

Adrian Favell, 2022. The Integration Nation, Wiley [book] [ERS symposium forthcoming] 

• Emine Fidan Elcioglu. 2020. Divided by the wall: Progressive and conservative 

immigration politics at the US-Mexico border. Berkeley: UC Press. “Introduction: State 

Effects and Politics of Immigration in Arizona,” and Chapter 3 “Being White but 

Working Class.” 

• Goodman, Sara Wallace. "Integration requirements for integration's sake? Identifying, 

categorising and comparing civic integration policies." In Migration and Citizenship 

Attribution, pp. 49-68. Routledge, 2013. 

• Korteweg, Anna C. "The failures of ‘immigrant integration’: The gendered racialized 

production of non-belonging." Migration Studies 5, no. 3 (2017): 428-444. 

• Reitz, Jeffrey G., Patrick Simon, and Emily Laxer. "Muslims’ social inclusion and 

exclusion in France, Québec, and Canada: Does national context matter?" Journal of 

Ethnic and Migration Studies 43, no. 15 (2017): 2473-2498. 

https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=rsngDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=fidan+elcioglu&ots=MF_10RrUcJ&sig=HzIgyA1fPQXvUYqOWuUZ8LmIKrw
https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=rsngDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR9&dq=fidan+elcioglu&ots=MF_10RrUcJ&sig=HzIgyA1fPQXvUYqOWuUZ8LmIKrw
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Boundaries & Belonging  

 

Beaman, Jean. Citizen Outsider: Children of North African Immigrants in France. 

University of California Press, 2017. 

• Alba, Richard. 2005. “Bright vs. blurred boundaries: Second-generation assimilation and 

exclusion in France, Germany, and the United States,” Ethnic and Racial Studies. 

• Mezzadra, S. et al. (2014). ‘(9) Differential inclusion/exclusion’, in De Genova, N., 

Mezzadra, S. and Pickles, J. (eds), New keywords: migration and borders. Cultural 

Studies, 29/1, 25–6. 

• Onasch, E. (2017). Lessons on the boundaries of belonging: Racialization and symbolic 

boundary drawing in the French civic integration programs. Social Problems, 64(4), 577–

593. https://doi.org/10.1093/socpro/spw037 

• Yuval-Davis, Nira. "Belonging and the politics of belonging." Patterns of prejudice 40, 

no. 3 (2006): 197-214. 

 

Shams, Tahseen. Here, there, and elsewhere: The making of immigrant identities in a 

globalized world. Stanford University Press, 2020. 

• Wimmer, A., & Glick Schiller, N. (2002). Methodological nationalism and beyond: 

nation–state building, migration and the social sciences. Global networks, 2(4), 301-334. 

• Levitt, P., & Schiller, N. G. (2004). Conceptualizing simultaneity: a transnational social 

field perspective on society 1. International migration review, 38(3), 1002-1039. 

• Faist, Thomas. 2000. "Transnationalization in international migration: implications for 

the study of citizenship and culture." Ethnic and Racial Studies 23 (2): 189-222. 
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Devaluation of Immigrant Labour in the Canadian Labour Market  

 

Ameeriar, Lalaie. 2017. Downwardly Global: Women, Work and Citizenship in the Pakistani 

Diaspora. Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

• Ng, Roxana. 1986. “The social construction of ‘immigrant women’ in Canada.” Pp. 269-

286 in The Politics of Diversity: Feminism, Marxism and Nationalism, eds. Roberta 

Barrett and Michele Hamilton. New York, NY: Verso Books.  

• Li, Peter. 2001. “The market worth of immigrants' educational credentials.” Canadian 

Public Policy/Analyse de Politiques 27(1): 23-38. 

• Teelucksingh, Cheryl and Grace-Edward Galabuzi. 2005. “Working Precariously: The 

impact of race and immigrant status on employment opportunitites and outcomes in 

Canada,” Report published by Canadian Race Relations Foundation (available online).  

o Reprinted in Race and Racialization: Essential Readings, edited by Tania Das 

Gupta, Carl E. James, Roger C.A. Maaka, Grace-Edward Galabuzi and Chris 

Andersen.  Toronto: Canadian Scholars’' Press (2007). 

• Oreopoulos, Phil. 2011. Why Do Skilled Immigrants Struggle in the Labor Market? A 

Field Experiment with Six Thousand Resumes." American Economic Journal: Economic 

Policy 3(4): 148-71.  

• Picot, Garnett and Arthur Sweetman. 2012. “Making it in Canada: Immigration outcomes 

and Policies.” IRPP Study No. 29. April. (Available online from IRPP)  

• Banerjee, Rupa and Mai B. Phan. 2015. “Do tied movers get tied down?: The 

occupational displacement of dependent immigrants in Canada.” Journal of International 

Migration & Integration 16: 333-353. 
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REFUGEE STATUS, RESETTLEMENT, AND CRITIQUE (18 units) 

 

Status, Labels, Selection Processes  

• Hamlin, Rebecca. 2021. Chapter 1 (“The Migrant/Refugee Binary”) in Crossing: How 

We Label and React to People on the Move. Stanford University Press. Chapter 1.  

• FitzGerald, David Scott and Rawan Arar. 2018. “The Sociology of Refugee Migration.” 

Annual Review of Sociology 44: 387-406. 

• Crawley, Heaven and Dimitris Skleparis. 2018. “Refugees, migrants, neither, both: 

categorical fetishism and the politics of bounding in Europe’s ‘migration crisis.’” Journal 

of Ethnic and Migration Studies, 44: 48-64. 

 

Resettlement and Critique  

Gowayed, Heba. 2022. Refuge: How the State Shapes Human Potential. Princeton 

University Press.  

• Donato, Katharine and Elizabeth Ferris. 2020. “Refugee Integration in Canada, Europe, 

and the United States: Perspectives from Research,” The ANNALS of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science 690: 7-35. 

• C Kyriakides, L Bajjali, A McLuhan, K Anderson. 2018. “Beyond refuge: Contested 

orientalism and persons of self-rescue.” Canadian Ethnic Studies 50(2): 59-78.  

• Emine Fidan Elcioglu. 2023. Neoliberal Fatigue: The Effects of Private Refugee 

Sponsorship on Canadians’ Political Consciousness.” Critical Sociology 49(1): 97–113 

 

Critical Refugee Studies  

Le Espiritu, Yen. 2014. Body counts: The Vietnam War and militarized refugees. University 

of California Press. 

• Mountz, Alison. 2020. Chapter 5 (“Mobilizing Islands to Restrict Asylum Onshore in 

Canada (or the Death of Asylum, even in Canada”) in The Death of Asylum: Hidden 

Geographies of the Enforcement Archipelago. University of Minnesota Press. 

• Gandhi, Evyn Le Espiritu. 2022. Chapters 3 & 4 in Archipelago of 

Resettlement:Vietnamese Refugee Settlers and Decolonization across Guam and Israel-

Palestine. University of California Press. 
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GENDER, SEXUALITY AND MIGRATION (29 units) 

 

Gendered processes of migration and shifts in gender relations through migration  

 

Hondagneu-Sotelo, Pierrette. 1994. Gendered Transitions: Mexican Experiences of 

Immigration. Berkeley: University of California Press.  

• Boyd, Monica. 1989. "Family and personal networks in international migration: recent 

developments and new agendas." International Migration Review 23.3: 638-670. 

• Kibria, Nazli. 1995. “Introduction” in Family Tightrope: The Changing Lives of 

Vietnamese Americans. Princeton University Press.  

• González-López, Gloria. 2005. Erotic Journeys: Mexican Immigrants and Their Sex 

Lives. Oakland, CA: University of California Press. Introduction and Chapter 8.   

• Cranford, Cynthia. 2007. “’It’s Time to Leave Machismo Behind!”: Challenging Gender 

Inequality in an Immigrant Union.” Gender & Society 21(3): 409-438. 

• Gu, Chien-Juh. 2019. “Bargaining with Confucian Patriarchy: Money, Culture, and 

Gender Division of Labor in Taiwanese Immigrant Families.” Qualitative Sociology 42 

687-709. 

• Golash-Boza, Tanya, Maria D. Duenas, and Chia Ziong. 2019. “White Supremacy, 

Patriarchy, and Global Capitalism in Migration Studies.” American Behavioral Scientist 

63(13): 1741-1759.  

 

Gendered navigations of legal migration categories  

 

Choo, Hae Yeon. 2016. Decentering citizenship: Gender, labor, and migrant rights in South 

Korea. Stanford: Stanford University Press.  

• Lan, Pei-Chia. "Migrant women’s bodies as boundary markers: Reproductive crisis and 

sexual control in the ethnic frontiers of Taiwan." Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and 

Society 33.4 (2008): 833-861. 

• Constable, Nicole. "A transnational perspective on divorce and marriage: Filipina wives 

and workers." Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power 10.2 (2003): 163-180. 

• Goldring, L., 2001. “The gender and geography of citizenship in Mexico‐US 

transnational spaces.” Identities Global Studies in Culture and Power 7(4): 501-537.  

 

 

  

https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520075146/gendered-transitions
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520075146/gendered-transitions
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520231399/erotic-journeys#table-of-contents
https://www.ucpress.edu/book/9780520231399/erotic-journeys#table-of-contents
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11133-019-09427-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11133-019-09427-x
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0002764219842624?casa_token=dZLbo6xVNjMAAAAA%3AXpyBoW44twV1IB0HxRO2AwRVJ-Plq1xpoy2QSqybtQBIF4F9mwdH3wH8yFxUQxKoErrzyLuGU0_Q
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/0002764219842624?casa_token=dZLbo6xVNjMAAAAA%3AXpyBoW44twV1IB0HxRO2AwRVJ-Plq1xpoy2QSqybtQBIF4F9mwdH3wH8yFxUQxKoErrzyLuGU0_Q
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1070289X.2001.9962677?casa_token=4a10hafr7NwAAAAA:cW1sPu4Z0wd3jXVW7swRKnZRw0fVp4cs3vkmS2LdrsvIY8iReUeaq5BC4KJ-EMvuJMye4BzpyJcy
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/1070289X.2001.9962677?casa_token=4a10hafr7NwAAAAA:cW1sPu4Z0wd3jXVW7swRKnZRw0fVp4cs3vkmS2LdrsvIY8iReUeaq5BC4KJ-EMvuJMye4BzpyJcy
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Queer migrations 

Hector Carillo. 2017. Pathways of Desire: The Sexual Migration of Mexican Gay Men. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press.  

• Manalansan IV, Martin F. 2006. "Queer intersections: Sexuality and gender in migration 

studies." International Migration Review 40(1): 224-249. 

• Mepschen, Paul, Jan Willem Duyvendak, and Evelien H. Tonkens. 2010. "Sexual 

politics, orientalism and multicultural citizenship in the Netherlands." Sociology 44(5): 

962-979. 

• Giametta, Calogero. 2020. “New asylum protection categories and elusive filtering 

devices: the case of ‘Queer asylum’ in France and the UK.”  Journal of Ethnic and 

Migration Studies. 46, no. 1: 142-157. 

• Saleh, Fadi. 2020. "Transgender as a humanitarian category: The case of Syrian queer 

and gender-variant refugees in Turkey." Transgender Studies Quarterly 7 (1): 37-55. 

https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=aRNDDwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP6&ots=aU46kzPB1A&sig=p3V7BCI2Cooxja6wnmYF5h--nxw#v=onepage&q&f=false

